
From a personal perspective, nothing can com-
pare with the birth of our first grandchild and 
news of three more on the way as highlights 
for 2009 (along with our 35th wedding anniver-
sary). 
 
From a ministry perspective, one of the high-
lights for me (in addition to the vision process, 
a mission trip to Moldova, and some awesome 
IPT prayer sessions) was preaching through 
the Bible. 
 
2009 was the first 
time that I 
preached through 
the Bible using 
The One Year Bi-
ble.   Instead of 
being organized 
according to books 
of the Bible, this Bible is arranged according to 
365 daily readings.  Each day of the year in-
cludes an OT reading, a NT reading, a Psalm 
and a couple of verses from Proverbs.  January 
begins with Genesis and Matthew, and the 
beginning of Psalms and Proverbs.  We are 
just now finishing up Zechariah and Malachi 
in the OT, and Revelation in the NT.  Each 
Psalm is covered twice in a year. 
 
Many of you have been reading The One Year 
Bible with me this past year.  It takes about 15
-20 minutes to do each day’s readings.  I like 
the variety of reading from the OT, NT, 
Psalms and Proverbs each day.  Almost every 
day you’ll find something that God can use to 
speak to you. 
 
Each week in 2009 I have selected a sermon 
text from that week’s readings.  I didn’t cover 
every book of the Bible, but you heard sermons 
from more books of the Bible in one year than 
you normally would.  And I preached some 
texts that I have never preached before in 30+ 
years of preaching.  In 2009 I ended up preach-
ing 20 times from the Old Testament (11 dif-
ferent books) and 33 times from the New Tes-
tament (18 different books).  (Some weeks had 
two texts). 

This discipline was valuable and enriching for 
me.  Some weeks I was forced to deal with 
challenging texts that I would not normally 
choose to preach.  Some weeks I preached 
some wonderful texts that somehow I had 
never or rarely preached in the past. 
 
It is easy for pastors to preach certain topics 
and texts that are most familiar or comfort-
able or popular.  Certain topics and texts and 

doctrines and books of the Bible are 
preached frequently.  Others are ne-

glected – 
preached rarely 
or never at all.  
Church mem-
bers do not ex-
perience a bal-
anced spiritual 
diet. 

 
It is also tempting for pastors to preach what 
people want to hear.  The result is messages 
and series that are relevant, practical, inter-
esting – but sometimes biblically shallow and 
unbalanced with respect to the whole of Scrip-
tural teaching.  I wonder if that is one reason 
why so many evangelicals today are lacking 
in spiritual depth and biblical knowledge and 
are confused on many issues such as salva-
tion through Christ alone in spite of a grow-
ing number of mega-churches attracting big 
crowds. 
 
Of course, there are pros and cons with any 
method of preaching – whether topical series 
or expositions of books of the Bible or lection-
ary or this one year Bible series.  Every 
method has its drawbacks.  No one method is 
right for every pastor or every church or every 
year.   
 
But this past year has been such an enriching 
experience for me personally – and I believe a 
growing experience for many of you – that I 
plan to preach through The One Year Bible 
again in 2010.  Of course, I will mostly choose 
different texts this year.  Most weeks this 

(Continued on page 2) 

Pastor Scott’s Perspective —  “Let’s Do It Again”  Upcoming Events     

• Jan. 2  6:00-8:00 p.m.   
Puppet Party at VanEe’s 

• Jan. 3  AM Communion 

• Jan. 7  11:30 a.m. Ladies 
Lunch at Applebee’s 

• Jan. 10  Nurse Office Open  
11:45 a.m. NL SS to Dickey’s  
6:00 p.m.  Dusty Feet at 
Pastor Tony’s home        
6:00 p.m.  Home Groups 

• Jan. 15-17  Sr. High Winter 
Retreat at Eldora 

• Jan. 16  7:00 a.m. Trustee 
Meeting at Village Inn 

• Jan. 16  5:00 p.m.  MN & IA 
Baptist Conference Family 
Gathering, Muscatine 

• Jan. 17  2:00-4:00 p.m. 
Puppet Practice             
6:00 p.m. Home Groups 

• Jan. 22-24  Juniors (gr. 2-5) 
Winter Retreat, Eldora 

• Jan. 24  Sanctity of Life  
Nurse Office Open                   
2-4  p.m.  Puppet Practice  
6:00 p.m.  Dusty Feet at 
Pastor Tony’s home        
6:00 p.m. Home Groups 

• Jan. 31  Quarterly Business 
Mtg. following AM Service  2
-4 p.m. Puppet Practice 
6:00 p.m. Dusty Feet at 
Pastor Tony’s home 
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I ask for your prayers that I will be sensitive to the 
leading of the Holy Spirit so that there will be good 
correspondence between the texts I choose and the 

needs of our congregation as we move forward with 
implementing the vision He gives us.   



past year there were two or three or four excellent preaching 
texts in a week’s readings, and it was sometimes hard to 
choose only one.  I anticipate again this year preaching many 
excellent texts that I have rarely or never preached before.   
 
There is nothing particularly glamorous about this kind of 
preaching schedule.  It is not a classic method for building 
worship attendance growth.  Yet, interestingly, our worship 
attendance did increase in 2009 (for a variety of reasons).  I 
believe many of you also experienced spiritual growth – espe-
cially if you were reading through the Bible daily with this 
reading plan.  I encourage you to do the same in 2010.  It 
would be great if a majority of our members and attenders 
would read through The One Year Bible together in 2010.   
 
If there is sufficient interest, we might even want to set up a 
blog through our church website where people could interact 
with me and each other concerning the daily readings and 
weekly sermons.  (This is beyond my technological expertise to 
set up, but we have other capable tech people in our church 
who could do that.)  Let me know if you would be interested in 
such a blog.  This might be a way for God to “enlarge our 
Kingdom territory.” 
 
Of course, there will be times in the coming year when it 
would be important for me to address a certain theme or topic 
in keeping with the vision statement or a holiday or some 
timely need in the life of our church.  I may occasionally de-
part from the weekly readings.  But it was interesting how 
often God matched the weekly texts with His activity in the 

life of our church in 2009.  I am confident He will do the same 
in 2010.   
 
I ask for your prayers that I will be sensitive to the leading of 
the Holy Spirit so that there will be good correspondence be-
tween the texts I choose and the needs of our congregation as 
we move forward with implementing the vision He gives us.   
 
The same Holy Spirit who is the Author of Scripture is the 
One who reveals to us His vision for our church and empowers 
& equips us to fulfill that vision – and He is the One who 
speaks to me and through me in my preaching.  He is perfectly 
capable of synchronizing the texts of The One Year Bible with 
the vision process and the needs of our church and people.  
May we all walk in step with the Spirit during this coming 
year.  If many of us are reading the same biblical texts each 
day and week throughout the year, that can only help the 
synchronization process.   
 
God has a special plan and purpose for Cornerstone in serving 
His Kingdom purposes.  In the coming year more of that plan 
and purpose will be unfolded and revealed and implemented.  
It is an exciting and hopeful time to be part of Cornerstone!   
 
The best is yet to come! 
 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust 
in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  Romans 15:13 (NIV) 
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Financial Report         Ladies……….  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mark your calendar for a fun-filled, relaxing weekend.   
Our Annual Spring Retreat will be held March 5-6  

at Cornerstone.  More details to follow. 
 
 
 

December was a good giving month.  Giving to the General 
Fund (church budget) averaged $10,333 per week for the four 
Sundays.  This is slightly above weekly budget ($9,579), but 
we are still below budget for the fiscal year.  Worship Atten-
dance has also been good, averaging 326 per Sunday. 
 
Giving to the Building Fund totaled $13,171 in December.  We 
are on target to pay off our ROCK mortgage by late summer 
or early fall of next year.   
 
Thank you and God bless you for your continued support of the 
Lord’s work at Cornerstone. 
 

Sonshine Community Ministries 
Please keep SCM in prayer as we enter a new year.  If you 
would like to begin supporting SCM financially in the new 
year please make checks out to Sonshine Community Minis-
tries and send to PO Box 244, Davenport, IA 52805.  Or you 
may make your check out to Cornerstone with Sonshine Min-
istries in the memo.  All gifts are tax deductible.   
  
Thank you and God Bless you in the New Year. 
  
Jan Kloss (563-349-2342) 
 

 As we exit 2009 and enter 2010, I am excited to see what God 
has in store for Sonshine Ministries.  I sincerely thank every-
one who has helped SCM in any way in 2009 and other 
years.  All ministries need the Body of Christ to keep us going 
& encouraged.  The Christmas parties for the elementary kids 
and the teens went very well.  This is always a hectic time for 
me, but well worth the stress as I am able to celebrate "the 
real reason for the season" during these gatherings.  We were 
able to help several families during this time, also with the 
help & support of people who gave so generously.   
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A Word From Pastor Mark                  
The New Jerusalem is nothing like we have ever seen before.  
The New Jerusalem has a great wall with twelve gates with 
twelve angels at the gates.  The twelve tribes of Israel are 
written on the gates.  Three gates to the north, three east, 
three south and three on west side of the city.  Each gate is 
made of a single pearl.  The main street is made of pure gold.  
The city wall has twelve foundations made out of twelve pre-
cious stones.  The names of the twelve apostles are etched on 
the foundations. The city doesn’t need the sun or moon be-
cause God’s glory lights the city.   
The New Jerusalem is shaped like a cube and is 1,380 miles 
wide.  You could travel the distance from the NW tip of South 
Dakota to Miami, Florida and still be within the walls of the 
New Jerusalem!  What is even more amazing is that it is 
1,380 miles high as well.  Mt Everest is less than 6 miles high; 
this city is more than 250 times as high as Mt Everest.  The 
height of the orbit of the Hubble telescope is 360 miles above 
the earth. The New Jerusalem is almost four times as high.  
 
The third transformation is: A new Temple (vv. 3, 22).  Verse 
3, “And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the 
dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They 
will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be 
their God.”  And verse 22, “I did not see a temple in the city, 
because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.” 
 
The temple will be no more.  God will not reside in the Tem-
ple’s Holy of Holies where only a select few could enter.  God 
will be with us.  We can talk and hug Jesus.  We can walk 
with Jesus.  We can sit at His feet and listen to stories.  We 
can worship Jesus while seeing with our own eyes His nail 
pierced hands and feet.   

   
The fourth transformation is: A new Victory (v. 4).  Verse 4, 
“He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no 
more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away.” We have all tasted pain and heart-
ache and sorrow because death still exists.  Death has taken 
our parents, our grandparents, our spouses, our children, our 
friends, our acquaintances.    
 
Heartaches and sadness are temporary.  One day, God is go-
ing to wipe it all away.  No more death.  No more broken 
hearts.  No more sadness.  No more mourning.  No more sev-
ered relationships.  Everything brand new.   
These four transformations will take place after the thousand 
year reign of Jesus on the earth during the Millennium, fol-
lowed by a short time that Satan will be set free to try to de-
ceive the nations.  Then all who ever lived will stand before 
the Judgment Seat of Christ to have their lives reviewed.  All 
evil will finally be done away with forever.  Then the four 
transitions will come to fruition and they will last forever.  
 
Praise God for what He is doing!  Allow these truths to stir up 
courage and motivation to overcome the world and evil. 
 
If you’d like to see more details on what is going to take place 
please  see  my sermon from 12.27.09 at 
www.cornerstonebaptistch.org 

As we  move into 2010, I would like to thank my Cornerstone 
family for being a joy to serve and work alongside.  You are 
such a blessing to me and my family.  Thanks for the encour-
aging years together.   
 
The closer we get to Christ’s return the more difficult it will 
become.  The world will not become less seductive and evil 
will not become nicer.  On the contrary, the world is notching 
up its seductiveness and evil is increasing.   
 
Revelation 21 reveals a future for us to focus on to not fall 
prey to the allure of the world or cave in to pressure to give up 
Jesus.  God is working on four mind boggling transformations 
according to Rev. 21.   
 
The first transformation is: A new Heaven and Earth. (v. 1).  
Verse 1 “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the 
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there 
was no longer any sea.”  It is hard to imagine the need for God 
to create a new earth.  Our world is so beautiful.  But the 
world isn’t as it should be.  When sin crept in it affected the 
earth.  Prior to sin there were no earthquakes, no tornados, no 
famine, and no droughts.  And if you have been reading the 
book of Revelation, you see that the earth is going to be 
trashed when God unleashes His wrath upon evil.  The earth 
will be devastated.   
 
A couple more facts about the new heaven and earth: 
There will no longer be a heaven and an earth.  Heaven will 
become earth because God will live there.     
 
There will be “No more sea”.  From first reading, those of us 
who love the ocean and big bodies of water might feel discour-
aged.  Some of my best worship times have been near the sea.  
But no more sea does not mean “no more water.”  The sea was 
thought of to the NT readers as dangerous, and sometimes 
evil.  Many were drowned in the sea, and in Rev 13, the beast 
comes out of the sea.  And for us, the sea means separation 
from people we care about.  Three fourths of our globe consists 
of water, but this won’t be the case in the eternal state.  There 
will be bodies of water, but the way earth will be configured 
will keep it from separating God’s people. 
 
Little else is revealed to us regarding the new earth.  How-
ever, we must assume that the best that we have ever seen 
and experienced on this earth will pale in comparison to life 
on the new earth.   
 
The second transformation is: A New Jerusalem. (vv. 2, 9-27).  
Verse 2, “I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband.”  In our culture the thought of a New 
Jerusalem doesn’t produce much joy and hope.  In the United 
States no city stands out like Jerusalem did to the readers in 
NT times.  Jerusalem is the city that God said, “But now I 
have chosen Jerusalem for my Name to be there, and I have 
chosen David to rule my people Israel.”   
 



Pastor Tony’s No Limits News 
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the opportunity to preview this movie before its release this 
January. It is the story of a high school basketball star and 
the choices he makes to advance his popularity in life until a 
former friend takes his own life. This causes much searching 
and leads down a path that exposes many of the current is-
sues in youth culture and the hopelessness that they bring. A 
youth pastor that doesn’t fit the typical Hollywood profile of a 
pastor comes along side him to open some great discussions 
for the youth that come to see this great movie. We have pur-
chased 30 tickets to invite friends with us to use this opportu-
nity to invest in the lives of some pre- Christians. We are hop-
ing that it will be available the weekend of the 22nd. Please 
consider who you might invite to this movie. We will give a 
free ticket for your friend for every ticket purchased while 
supplies last.  
 
Up Coming Events 
 
Wednesday 6th  White Elephant Gift Exchanged  
   “rescheduled”   6:50-8:45 
 
Sunday 10th  Sunday School Outing   
   “Dickeys”  11:45-1:30 
   Dusty Feet 6:00- 7:30 pm at 
   Pastor Tony’s house 
 
Wednesday 13th  No Limits Youth Ministry  
   “Evangelism Urgency”    6:50-8:45 
 
Fri 15th- Sun 17th Sr. High Winter Retreat 
  Leave church as close to 3:15 as possible 
 
Wednesday  20th   No Limits Parents Night 
   6:50- 8:45   
   Parents come and meet with staff. 
 
Fri 22nd or Sat 23 To Save a Life Movie premier  TBA 
 
Sunday 24th   Dusty Feet 6:00-7:30 pm at 
   Pastor Tony’s house 
 
Wednesday 27th  No Limits Youth Ministry  
   “Lazarus Lives”    6:50-8:45 
 
Thursday 28th  No Limits Youth  
   Purpose Team  8:00 pm 
 
Sunday 31  Dusty Feet 6:00-7:30pm at 
   Pastor Tony’s house 
 

Well welcome to two thousand ten... hopefully this is a great 
year for Cornerstone. I would like to start this year by saying 
thanks so much for the generous end of the year gift. That 
week my snow blower died and we got it fixed, I spent Christ-
mas Eve replacing our dishwasher as it died the week before, 
and we woke up Christmas morning to a wet basement. All 
that rain in December, who would have thought… So thanks 
for the new sump pump. 
 
As I was vacuuming up the water Christmas morning, I 
thought how great it would be if this was the year that Christ 
returned and we could all go home. I am tired of being sore, 
tired of things breaking down and needing replaced, tired of 
working many hours getting something planned only to have 
the weather alter the plans.  
 
But then I had to stop and think…. Ok so I hurt a lot more 
than I used to. Some people are in real pain and can’t help 
themselves; who will be Jesus for them? So my stuff breaks 
down and needs fixed all the time… at least it works some of 
the time and others don’t even have food to eat. Why should I 
have a snow blower…. I could still use a shovel. And so what 
if the weather changes plans… it isn’t causing catastrophe 
and death. In a world where many are hopeless and don’t 
know where there next step should be, I have been blessed 
with many options. I should be thankful and enjoy what I do 
have and take advantage of the relationships that are around 
me for the Kingdom of God.   
 
Often I find myself longing to go home and get away from the 
stuff here. But Christ is probably using the circumstances and 
opportunities in life to get me ready for the rest of eternity. So 
until His timing, I need to take the same attitude as Paul, for 
me to live is Christ and die is gain. Easy to think about… 
harder to practice.  
 
I hope to see No Limits do the best we can to live out that 
ideal this year. We have a couple of great opportunities this 
month to work on that. Just before the Christmas break we 
saw 10 new visitors come to No limits… hope that can con-
tinue. So everyone now has at least 10 people they can work 
to influence.  We used to have a poster in the annex that read 
“Fisher’s of men, evangelize them all and let God sort them 
out.”  
 
So this month there are two great opportunities to go fishing. 
1st is Winter retreat. This is always a fun weekend, and after 
just getting back to school it is a great opportunity for you to 
invite a friend to get away for a week end. 2nd is a movie that 
we are trying to get into the area called To Save a Life. I had 

Some reminders:  church leaders, worship team, active mem-
bers in good health, please park away from the sanctuary en-
trance spots.  Leave the spaces closest to the sanctuary for 
visitors, older members, mothers with babies, etc.  As many 
leaders as possible should park in the Mel Foster lot to make 
room in our church lots for others. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation – and thanks also to our park-
ing hosts for their service.   

We are facing a good problem:  worship attendance growth 
means that it is hard to find a parking space some Sunday 
mornings.  We have had some 325+ attendance Sundays when 
every space in our church lots is full, and the Mel Foster lot is 
also full or nearly full.  Continued worship attendance growth 
will be stifled if people cannot find a parking spot at 10:10.  
Not many visitors will think (or want) to park at Hardees 
(though we may ask some church leaders to park there with 
permission). The Trustees are working on some plans to ex-
pand our parking capacity. 

Parking 
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The church recently received $5000 for the lease on the prop-
erty being used for the shared access with the development to 
the west of us.   
 
What do you do when you receive extra money such as a gift or 
bonus or inheritance or tax refund?   
 
Our Trustees have set a good example by deciding to tithe on 
the $5000.  $500 will be given to missions, and the remainder 
(after any legal fees incurred) will be applied to the ROCK 
mortgage (which will soon be down to $50,000 – and likely 
will be paid off some time this spring or early summer). 
 
We encourage you to do likewise when you receive some extra 
money – give at least a tithe.  Give to the church or to missions 
or to the poor.  God doesn’t give us extra money just so we can 
spend it all on ourselves.  We are to be channels of blessing, 
not reservoirs. 

What do you do with extra money? 

HUGs Puppet News                             

combined devotional time with both teams at 4:30, and the 
Senior team (Jr. and Sr. High) practicing from 4:30-5:30.  
 
If you have questions or want any further information, please 
feel free to contact Dawnetta VanEe.  We look forward to 
serving God once again with puppets and hope to see you 
there. 

On January 17th, we will be starting the HUGs Puppet Team.  
If you are in 5th grade or older, and would like to serve God 
through puppetry, drama, or creative ideas, you are invited to 
join the HUGs.  January 17, 24, and 31 we will practice from 
2:00-4:00 p.m. in the ROCK Center. 
 
Then starting in February, each week we will divide into the 
Junior team (5th & 6th grades) practicing from 3:00-4:00, a 

3.  Cultural perspective – taking the gospel to different 
cultures 

4.   Strategic perspective – Joining God in his work 
 
One student summed their Perspectives experience by com-
menting “It is probably one of the most important classes a 
person could take! It is challenging and eye-opening and vital 
to understanding God’s heart and becoming a world Chris-
tian.”   
 
You can register for the class at www.perspectives.org, there 
is a fee to cover class materials and speakers.  The class pro-
vides a great opportunity for some reading and contains some 
out of class work to better understand God and his heart for 
the world.   
 
I truly hope you are able to join this Perspectives class; you 
will be in for an awesome experience!  
 
Submitted on behalf of the Missions Committee by Lee Ran-
dall 
  

Is the Bible simply a collection of random stories about God 
working in world?  Could it be that the stories are not random 
and God has a global purpose?  What is God doing in the 
world today?  How does my life fit into God’s purposes?  What 
if there was a class to help answer these questions?  
 
We have an awesome opportunity to have a “Perspectives on 
the World Christian Movement” class coming to the Quad 
Cities.  Many say this is simply the best class available any-
where to really understand God’s plan and heart for the 
world.  Having attended the class in Iowa City a couple years 
ago I couldn’t agree more.  This is a great class every believer 
should seriously consider attending, you will not be disap-
pointed!   
 
The class starts January 17th and will meet Sunday after-
noons at Harvest Bible Chapel.  The class is 15 lessons di-
vided into four sections.  They are: 
 

1.  Biblical basis – understanding God’s passion and pur-
pose for the world 

2.  Historical perspective – how has the gospel spread   

Perspectives 

Pastors Scott, Mark and Tony 
are deeply grateful for  

the very generous 
Christmas gift from the 
congregation this year.   

 
God bless you for your generosity!! 
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Come and join us on Sunday Mornings: 
Sunday School Opportunities for the Family    9:00 a.m. 
   Worship Service              10:10 a.m. 

Fasting & Praying for the Vision     Family News 

Congratulations to Patrick & Julie Lonergan on the birth of their sec-
ond child, Liv Kay, born on December 6th.  She weighed 7.29 lbs. and 
was 20 1/2 inches long.  She will have fun playing with her big sister, 
Elle. 
 
 
Our deepest sympathy to Lori Ramsey and her family upon the death of 
her father.  May God comfort you during this difficult time. 
 
 
 
 
 

As the Vision Team senses they are near the end of the vision 
process, they ask that everyone would consider setting aside a 
day (or at least an hour) to pray and fast for the team and the 
clarification of the final details. 
 
The prayer room will be open anytime the church is open and 
we encourage you to use it individually or in groups. 
 
Also, the Wednesday night prayer meeting (on the 6th, di-
rectly before a team meeting) will focus on the vision.  We 
would appreciate a strong showing for that.  7:00 in the 
prayer room.  As always, all are welcome...and everyone's 
prayers are valuable. 
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